Reseda High School Pdlice Academy Magnet
Foundations in Law

Instructor: Mr. Ayala

Course Description:

The purpose of this course is to equip the students with an understanding of how and why
government and laws are formed as they critically examine key concepts such as
democracy, justice and rights. Students will analyze the tensions inherent on any system
of government as it seeks to secure justice, strengthen their knowledge of the relationship
between law and law enforcement, and prepare for active engagement in the civic process
as they are also exposed to careers in law and law enforcement.

Topics of Instruction:

Unit 1: Human Nature and the Origins of Law

Why do we have laws?

What is the connection between laws, morality and ethics?

How do we balance out the needs of individuals and the needs of the community?
What careers in law and law enforcement help enforce laws?

Unit 2: A More Perfect Union: The Functions of a Constitution

What is the social contract theory of government and how did this theory influence the
funders of the U.S. Constitution and Bill of Rights?

What are the core values of the U.S. Constitution, such as popular sovereignty, the rule of
law, separation of powers, limited government and the protection of individual liberties?
What is the process for amending the U.S. Constitution?

What professions in law and advocacy have contributed to changing the U.S. Constitution
and laws?

Unit 3: How Does It All Work? The Legal System in Action

How does the U.S. legal system work in practice?

What are the interactions and tensions between the different branches of government?
How can individuals and groups help shape legislation?

What is the relationship between the values embodied by the U.S. Constitution and
treatment of minorities in America?

Who has power?



Unit 4: Crime and Punishment: Issues in Criminal Justice

What is crime?

What are the different theories of punishment in different times and places?

How can law enforcement be used to protect individuals and groups?

What is the relationship between law enforcement and your community?

How are juvenile offenders treated differently from adults under U.S. law?

What is the role of science and technology in criminal justice?

What role do law and law enforcement professionals play in shaping the criminal justice
system?

Forensic Science CSI

Unit S: Lawsuits and Liability

What is civil law and how is it developed over time?

How does law govern relationships between people and institutions?

How have underrepresented groups used the legal system to address wrongs and achieve
justice?

What career opportunities are there in civil law?

Unit 6: I know My Rights! Civil Liberties and Human Rights

What are civil liberties?

What are human rights?

What individual liberties are protected by the U.S. Constitution?

How do courts balance individual rights with the needs of society?

How have different groups struggled for equal rights?

How do international treaties and intergovernmental organizations address human rights?
What careers in law and law enforcement address issues of civil liberties and human
rights?

Unit 7: Equal Justice Under Law: Movement for Social, Political and Legal Equality
To what extent have the U.S. Constitution and civil rights statutes protected the rights of
minority groups?

What actions are effective in achieving equal justice under the law for groups?

How has the concept of “We the People” changed over time?

How have actions such as nonviolent protests, resulted in change around the world?
What role do law and law enforcement officials have in promoting justice and civil
rights?

Grading
All assignments are given a points value. Your grade is based on your total number of
points as a percentage of the total points possible.



A>90%; B>80%; C>70%; D>60%; F<60%

Attendance, Cooperation and Work Habits

All students are expected to attend class daily. This class relies heavily on student
collaboration, discussion and participation. Missed days will result in missed activities
that cannot adequately be made up. Any class assignments that are missed due to excused
absence will be made up with a written and oral report to be decided at my discretion and
must be completed within three days of returning to school.

Exams must be made up the day you return to school. Missed quizzes will result in a zero
with the following quiz counting double. Missing more than two quizzes in a semester
will result in a written and oral report on the quiz subject matter for each missed quiz.
Quiz make-ups must be turned in within one day of returning to school.

Cooperation and respect are expected at all times. Compliance with classroom rules is
required. Deviation from behavior requirements will result in class suspension.

Assignment Types
*Oral Presentations *Projects *Laboratory Reports *Exams *Quizzes
*Reading *Research Reports *Homework *Written Practice

Homework Policy
Homework is assigned on a regular basis. You should expect to have either written
homework or reading homework.

All student work must be that of the individual student. Law students must exemplify
integrity in every aspect. CHEATING of any type will not be tolerated. This applies to
ANY and ALL assignments. Any incidence of cheating will result in parent conferencing,
a zero on the assignment (for all students(s) involved) and a “U” in both work habits and
cooperation on the 5, 10, 15 and 20 week report cards.

Reseda High School ESLRS
In my class, students do much of their work in cooperative learning groups. This type of

activity helps students to learn how science is really done helps students achieve the
Reseda High School ESLRS:

*Effective Communicators
*Critical Thinkers
*Self-Directed Learners
*Responsible Citizens
*Healthy Individuals






